
LRJ Reads

Beginning in August, 2020, L4RJ began a 
reading campaign directed at children in LCMS 
parochial schools.5 Members of LCMS churches 
read children’s picture books on camera in the 
style of LeVar Burton’s “Reading Rainbow”. 
These storybooks were on subjects of racial 
(Black/Indigenous/People Of Color, or “BIPOC”) 
issues.5


Contributors included notable names in the 
LCMS such as:

• Dr. John Nunes, former president of Concordia 

College New York

• Shelly Schwalm, Director of the DCE program 

at Concordia St. Paul

• Deaconess Janine Bolling, blogger at 

Concordia Publishing House (CPH) and co-
host of “The (Im)partial Church”, a Lutheran 
Hour Ministries program about diversity, 
inclusion, and equality


• Brandon Li, Director of Music at Redeemer 
Redwood City and cofounder of the praise 
band “Tribe and Tongue”


• and others5


National Youth Gathering

L4RJ played a prominent role in the 2022 LCMS 
Youth Gathering in Austin, TX. Not only were the 
two founders present, handing out L4RJ buttons 
to participants, but many of their contributors 
were also leaders of the event.6

• Sarah Salzberg, wife of founder Joshua 

Salzberg, was one of 2 members of the task 
force that determined the theme of the event.7


• Brandon Li’s group, Tribe and Tongue, served 
as the official praise band, which led nightly 
worship for the event.8


• Bible Study Leaders for the event included 
L4RJ contributors: Rev. Dr. Gerard Bolling 
(Diversity/Inclusion/Equity officer for Concordia 
Austin), Sarah Crowder (teacher of theology at 
Faith Lutheran High School in Las Vegas), 
Chad Janetzki (teacher of theology at Martin 
Luther High School near Milwaukee), Shelly 
Schwalm (see previous section), as well as 
L4RJ promoters: Rev. Gabe Kasper (pastor at 
University Lutheran Chapel at the University of 
Michigan), and Emily Stooksbury, DCE.5,9,10


• Breakout Session Leaders for the event 
included L4RJ contributors: Rev. Nicholas 
Gonzalez (brother to L4RJ founder Matthew), 
Deaconess Janine Bolling (see previous 
section), Rev. Ken Chitwood, and Rev. Keith 
Haney.10,11


Current Projects

Most recently, L4RJ has hosted a town hall with 
LCMS presidential candidate for 2023: Patrick 
Ferry. This discussion included questions about 
how the LCMS can promote racial justice in our 
churches and fight racism inside the LCMS.12


Further Resources to Learn 
About L4RJ’s Goals and Beliefs

lutheransforracialjustice.com

youtube.com/@lutheransforracialjustice3358

twitter.com/L4RacialJustice

facebook.com/L4RacialJustice


What is: 
Lutherans 
for Racial 
Justice? 




